
Types of Cases in Which a Foreign Language Interpreter May be Needed and 
Who Is Responsible for Providing and Bearing the Costs? 

 

NES Party Determining who bears the cost and responsibility of 
providing a foreign language interpreter for a non-English 
speaking party depends on a number of factors:  1) the type 
of case, and 2) indigency, if applicable. 
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The court is authorized to assess a reasonable fee for the costs of a foreign 
language interpreter against any party who is required to reimburse the State for 
the costs of representation.  The court shall assess a $10 fee or the actual cost of 
the services, whichever is greater, to the defendant or other responsible party.   
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